

ADOPTED 9/23/14


Introduced by Council Member Carter and Co-Sponsored by Council President Yarborough & Council Members Crescimbeni, Bishop, Boyer 

Clark, Jones, Lee & Redman:
RESOLUTION 2014-619-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER JOE WHITAKER FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CITY UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Joe Whitaker, born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio, served in the Army in Vietnam, earned a bachelor’s degree from University of Cincinnati, and a master’s degree from Xavier University; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Whitaker relocated to Jacksonville in 1978 to become Vice-President and General Manager of Gaynon Iron Works, a truck equipment manufacturing company; and
WHEREAS, after working in manufacturing for two years, on October 28, 1980, he was hired by Mayor Jake Goldbold and joined the City of Jacksonville to direct the City’s Small Business Financing Programs; and  
WHEREAS, Mr. Whitaker served in the capacity of Deputy Director of the Jacksonville Downtown Development Authority; and 
WHEREAS, in December of 1995 Joe Whitaker joined the City’s Office of Economic Development [formerly JEDC, JEDCO], where he has served honorably and with distinction as a Business Development Project Manager, Enterprise Zone Coordinator, Target Industries Coordinator, JIA Community Redevelopment Area Manager, Emergency Coordination Officer and Program Director; and 


WHEREAS, since 2001, Mr. Whitaker has assisted over 105 projects creating 16,850 new jobs resulting in private capital investment totaling $1,425,000,000; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Whitaker has given outstanding service to the City of Jacksonville, providing a calm and reassuring presence in meetings and sharing a friendly, humorous demeanor with City staff and the general public, and always impeccably dressed; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Whitaker has recently announced his retirement and the Council wishes to express the City’s appreciation for his service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Mr. Joe Whitaker for his decades of outstanding service to the City of Jacksonville, and extends its very best wishes for good health and happiness in the years to come.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige Hobbs Johnston
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